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“Charity is what you do when you 
don’t have justice,” says Alan 
Jennings, executive director of Com-
munity Action Committee of Lehigh 
Valley (CACLV). I agree. 

Since 1998 I have had the privi-
lege of serving on the board of direc-
tors of CACLV and I now enter my 
second term as president of that 
board. 

The mission of CACLV is “To im-
prove the quality of life in the Lehigh 
Valley by building a community in 
which all people have access to eco-
nomic opportunity, the ability to pur-
sue that opportunity, and a voice in 
the decisions that affect their lives.” 
(You can read about our programs at 
www.caclv.org.)  When this mission 
is accomplished, we will have justice. 

I also have the honor of represent-
ing the Diocese of Bethlehem on the 
Public Action Advocacy Team 
(PAAT) of the Pennsylvania Coun-
cil of Churches. The Public Advo-
cacy Action Team (PAAT), in coor-
dination with the director of Public 
Advocacy, works to encourage the 
Pennsylvania Legislature to uphold 
the high standards for moral and 
ethical governance spelled out in the 
PA Council of Churches statement 
of Legislative Principles, based on 
Micah 6:8: He has told you, O mor-
tal, what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do jus-
tice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God? 

From the PA Council of Churches 

statement of Legislative Principles: 
“There are five particular areas of jus-
tice we believe crucial to the achieve-
ment of a just Commonwealth: eco-
nomic justice, social justice, civil jus-
tice, environmental justice, and crimi-
nal justice. There are three areas of sha-
lom we believe will make this Com-
monwealth better reflect the loving 
kindness God intends for creation: 
health, wholeness, and peace.” 

Working through the legislative 
process can be tedious, frustrating, 
and time consuming. It can also be very 
rewarding. 

On a recent trip to Harrisburg to 
lobby for an increase in the minimum 
wage (which has not been raised since 
1997 – think about the difference in 
your wages since then) – I was heart-
ened to see and hear “graduates” of 
the CACLV Supported Work program 
talking with their state senator about 
their accomplishments in completing 
their educations and job preparation. 

These young women who have 
come from a history of living on wel-
fare spoke convincingly and with con-
fidence in support of raising the mini-
mum wage and the difference that will 
have on the lives of many who struggle 
to rise out of poverty. 

Jeffrey Sachs has said it well: “We 
look at photos of people living in ex-
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treme poverty but see first and fore-
most their humanity and spirit and 
dedication, even in the midst of ex-
treme deprivation. Their eyes don’t 
call for our pity but for our camara-
derie and partnership and empathy.” 

I challenge each of us to remem-
ber our baptismal covenant in which 
we promise to “seek and serve Christ 
in all persons” and “respect the dig-
nity of every human being” and to 
think about ways in which we can 
move toward justice in our society. 
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